Men’s Fellowship Bible Study
























  










Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans

Saturday, 7:00 a.m.
GRACE AND TRUTH: DISCOVERING THE FULNESS OF JESUS
6. “ Christ:  The Guide of All Life!”                         
Scripture:   John 8:12-20; 9:1-12                                                     
Theme:  “As the Son of God, Jesus gives divine perspective to morally blind people living in a dark world!”                      
Introduction

“Why?”… “Why did this have to happen?”  “What have I done to deserve this?  I’ve always tried to do what is right?”  This is man’s oldest question: “Why suffering!                               
It was the question of Job…it was the question of Jesus on the cross…and yet, the suffering on the cross itself became the answer to man’s problem.                                
We can theorize, philosophize, and theologize about the problem of pain and human suffering until it becomes personal.  When suffering strikes our homes or our children or our loved one, or ourselves, suddenly we no longer settle for an intellectual sparring or a theological debate, now we want direct answers.
In this study, Jesus and his disciples are in Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:2,3) commemorating the remembrance of how the Jews lived in the wilderness before taking possession of the Promised Land.  Retreating from a hostile encounter with the Jewish leaders, the disciples spotted a man who was blind from birth.  This meeting sparked the curiosity of the disciples to engage in a theological discussion as to the fault or the cause of this man’s blindness.  Obviously, they assumed, God was punishing this man or his parents for some sin in their past or present lives
Remarkably, John uses this sixth miracle/sign not only to demonstrate the power of Jesus’ healing grace, but also to reveal another aspect of Christ’s identity as the Messiah, Son of God!  In response to the man’s blindness, Jesus says, “I am the Light of the World.”  He sees this man as a symbol of the world, as well as the Jewish leadership in their moral blindness and spiritual darkness.

Like this blind man, we too live in a world that is born blind; a world that can’t see life as it is meant to be because of its spiritual and moral darkness.  In this sixth “I AM” Jesus declares that He not only can open the morally and spiritually blind eyes to see how life ought to be lived, as God designed it, but that He, Himself is God’s Light that exposes spiritual blindness and reveals true life.  Jesus is the embodiment of the spiritual truth that guides a sinful humanity back into a right relationship with a Holy God. His light enables people to live their lives to its God-intended fullness.
I.  SIGHT FOR BLIND EYES (John 9:1-12,17, 31-33)
We begin this lesson by first, examining the sixth sign-miracle in which Jesus heals a man who was blind from birth.
1.   Describe the significance of the Feast of Tabernacles  during which Jesus worked this miracle and made His claim?  (John 7:1,31; see Ex. 13: 21-22; 14:24)
· In these O.T. passages, who is called The Light?  Ps. 18:25; 27:1; Is. 42:6; 60:19-20; Micah 7:8
2.   What situation did Jesus and his disciples encounter?  What question was asked of Jesus and why was it unusual?  John 9:1-2
3.    How did Jesus answer and why is it significant that he shifts the question of “why” to an answer of “how”?  (John 9:3-4)                     
· What claim does Jesus make about Himself?  John 9:5                                
4.     How would you answer the question: “Why do people suffer?” Rom. 5:12; James 4:1,2               
·    What does Jesus’ answer teach us?  John 9:3-5                                           
5.     What method did Jesus use to bring healing to the blind man?  John 9:6-7
·   How did the method enhance the miracle?

6.      Once healed what “blindness” did the former blind man have to contend with?  John 9:9, 17-23
·   The “true blindness” Jesus was exposing had to do with His true identity.  How was the former blind man’s eyes and heart opened to the identity of Jesus?                                                           (Note the progression: 9:11, 17, 33-39)

II. LIGHT FOR BLIND HEARTS    (John 8: 12-20:24-30)
The healing of the blind man follows a very intense encounter Jesus had with the Jewish leaders. The leaders refused to see that Jesus was God’s truth and revelation in the flesh.  As the Feast of Tabernacles celebrated God’s guidance in the wilderness through a cloud by day and fire by night, Jesus now claims to be that Light                     (John 1:9-13)      
1.    What claim did Jesus make about Himself and what blessings did He promise those who follow Him?    John 8:12 
· What are some characteristics and uses of light?                                                                             
· What words and emotions do you associate with the word darkness?      
2.    By comparing Himself to light what does or Jesus want us to know about Him?                          
3.   What darkness did Jesus expose in the following verses?      
· John 8:16
· John 8:19
· John 8:23
· John 8:24
· John 8:28-29                                                        
4.    As Jesus identified Himself as “the Light of the World,” what truth and reality did He hope to reveal about Himself?  John 8:24, 28, 32, 36, 56-58
III. MIGHT FOR DARK LIVES                  
Having studied the sign/miracle of Jesus and having reflected on His I AM claim to be the Light of the World, we now must see His identity and power results in true life for us.      
1.   In order for the blind man to be healed, what did he have to do?                                               
· Notice the meaning of the word Siloam.  (John 9:7).  How does that definition reflect back on the identity of Jesus?  (John 3:16)
2.    How do you see the sign/miracle as a demonstration of Jesus’ claim to be the Light of the World?                                                                
3.     What practical difference does it make in your life that Jesus is the Light of the World?                       
4.     In what ways were you “spiritual blind” and how did the light of Jesus transform you?           

5.     How would you explain Jesus’ statement of John 9:41?  If you are able “to see”, what are you doing with your “sight”?

THOUGHT
“It is not our littleness that hinders Christ, but our bigness.  It is not our weakness that hinders Christ, but our strength.  It is not our darkness that hinders Christ, but it is our supposed light that holds back His hand.”          (Charles Spurgeon)
